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decay of the vitals, or resolution of the nerves, appears, at
last, to have been nothing jnore than a political phtheiriasis,
a disease too loathsome for a plainer name, but the effect
of negligence rather than of weakness, and of which the
shame is greater than the danger.

Among the disturbers of our quiet are some animals of
greater bulk, whom their power of roaring persuaded us to
think formidable; but we now perceive that sound and
force do not always go together. The noise of a savage
proves nothing but his hunger.

After all our broils, foreign and domestick, we may, at
last, hope to remain awhile in quiet, amused with the view
of our own success. We have gained political strength,
by the increase of our reputation; we have gained real
strength, by the reparation of our navy; we have shown
Europe, that ten years of war have not yet exhausted us;
and we have enforced our settlement on an island on which,
twenty years ago, we durst not venture to look.

These are the gratifications only of honest minds; but
there is a time, in which hope comes to all. From the
present happiness of the publick, the patriots themselves
may derive advantage. To be harmless, though by im-
potence, obtains some degree of kindness: no man hates a
worm as he hates a viper; they were .once dreaded enough
to be detested, as serpents that could bite; they have now
shown that they can only hiss, and may, therefore, quietly
slink into holes, and change their slough, unmolested and
forgotten.

THE PATRIOT6.

ADDRESSED TO THE ELECTORS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 1774.
They bawl for freedom in their senseless mood,
Yet still revolt when truth would set them free;
License they mean, when they cry liberty,
For who loves that must first be wise and good.       *       MILTON.

To improve the golden moment of opportunity, and catch
the good that is within our reach, is the great art of life.

c The Patriot, is of the same cast with Johnson's other political writings.
It endeavours to justify the outrages of the house of commons, in the case of